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ñWe pray for them that are ministers of your word, whose work it is, insofar as a person 

is able, to draw humankind to you.  We pray that you will bless their work, but that at the 

same time they themselves will be drawn to you.  Do not let them, in their zeal to draw 

others to you, themselves neglect you.ò ï Soren Kierkegaard 
 

From the Director of Communication and Technology  
The theme for our annual meeting this year is Acts 3:19b ï ñRepentéturn to Godéthat times of 

refreshing may come from the Lord.ò  As I was thinking about that it reminded me of Ezekiel 

37:1-14, the vision of the valley of dry bones.  While on a retreat with other region staff from 

around the Northeast in May the passage was read to us, but with a twist.  The word ñbonesò was 

replaced with the word ñchurches.ò  It really opened up the meaning of that passage to me. 
 

Here it is:  ñThe hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the 

LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of churches.  He led me 

back and forth among them, and I saw a great many churches on the floor of 

the valley, churches that were very dry.  He asked me, óSon of man, can 

these churches live?ô 
 

ñI said, óO Sovereign LORD, you alone know.ô 
 

ñThen he said to me, óProphesy to these churches and say to them, ñDry churches, hear the word 

of the LORD!  This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these churches: I will make breath enter 

you, and you will come to life.  I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and 

cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life.  Then you will know that 

I am the LORD.òô 
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ñSo I prophesied as I was commanded.  And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling 

sound, and the churches came together, church to church.  I looked and tendons and flesh 

appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 
 

ñThen he said to me, óProphesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ñThis is what 

the Sovereign LORD says; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that 

they may live.òô  So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to 

life, and stood up on their feet, a vast army. 
 

ñThen he said to me: óSon of man, these churches are the whole house of Israel.  They say, ñOur 

churches are dried up, and our hope is gone; we are cut off.ò  Therefore prophesy and say to 

them: ñThis is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I am going to 

open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the 

land of Israel.  Then you, my people will know that I am the LORD, 

when I open your graves and bring you up from them.  I will put my Spirit in 

you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land.  Then you will know that I the 

LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.òôò 
 

Our ABC Region has been divided these past few years.  Many of us on both sides of the divide 

have probably felt that our Region was dead in regard to living out its mission and that we were 

on the verge of splitting.  The Bullard Task Force has been a first step in bringing our Region 

back to life.  Through them the churches are starting to come together, ñchurch to church.ò  We 

are now waiting for the breath of the Holy Spirit to breathe on us as we ï individual churches, 

associations and Region ï repent and turn to God so that we might live. 
 

Godôs blessings be upon you all, Malcolm Hamblett 

 

ABC/VNH Annual Meeting  
MAY 29 is the absolute last day to sign up for meals and a room at Kimball 

Union Academy.  You may register after that date but without meals or on campus 

housing.  Registration forms are available online at www.abcvnh.org. 
 

Annual Meeting Prayer Vigil 

The Holy Spirit Renewal Ministries is sponsoring a Prayer Vigil during the Annual 

Meeting.  Though prayer at all times and in all places is welcome and encouraged 

(Eph. 6:18), we would like to cover our Annual Meeting with non-stop, on site 

prayer.  The Prayer Vigil will begin Fri. at 7 a.m. and conclude on Sat. at 12 noon. 
 

Please sign up for one or more ½ hour slots by emailing or phoning your choice of 

time to David Crosby at pdcrosby@verizon.net or 603-542-2344.  Then, at the 

Annual Meeting, go to the designated Prayer Room (off of the Exhibitorôs Hall in the Campus 

Center) at your selected time and enter into prayer!  ñI pray also that the eyes of your heart may 

be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 

glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That 

power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him 

from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and 

authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but 

also in the one to comeò Eph. 1:18-21. 

http://www.abcvnh.org/
mailto:pdcrosby@verizon.net
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Regional Events Calendar (some ABC/VNH, some not)  
June 1-4    A Creation Seminar led by Steve Grohman will be held at the Third 

Baptist Church in Strafford Center, NH.  Sessions on June 1st will be at 9 a.m. and 6 

p.m.; June 2-4, the sessions will be at 7:00 p.m.  Steve Grohman and his family live 

in Dalton NH.  For more information call Pastor Harold Muzzey at 603-664-7750.  This seminar 

will address such questions as: Do any scientists believe in God?  Was there rain before Noahôs 

flood?  Is the earth billions of years old or only thousands?  Does the Bible talk about dinosaurs? 
 

June 13-14    ABC/VNH Annual Convention at Kimball Union Academy, Meriden, NH.   
 

June 20    Region Fellowship Event: Minor league baseball game at Manchester. 

New Hampshire Fisher Cats vs. Portland Sea Dogs (Red Sox farm team) 

7:00 p.m. at merchantsauto.com Stadium.  Cost $10, includes meal.   

Tickets are available from the Region Office.  
 

June 28    Region Fellowship Event: Minor league baseball game at Burlington. 

Vermont Lake Monsters vs. Lowell Spinners ï 7:00 p.m. at Centennial Field at the University of 

Vermont.  Cost $10, includes meal.  Tickets are available from the Region Office.  

Upcoming Fellowship Events: 

¶ July 26 ï a special concert and family day at Camp Sentinel  

¶ Family worship and picnic events at:  

o Gove Hill and  New Durham Ridge/ Halfmoon Lake ï August 17  

o Cathedral of the Pines ï September 7 

o Loon Mountain (includes free lift ride) ï October 12  
  

June 21    Church Employer Seminar at First Baptist Church, Bennington, VT.  9:00 a.m. to 

12:00 noon.  This workshop is for pastors, treasurers, financial folks, and pastoral relations 

teams.  It will be conducted by the Rev. Holly Bean, Education Director, MMBB, and the Rev. 

Hazel Roper, Regional Representative for MMBB.  Topics for consideration at this workshop 

include: the church as employer, compensation, benefits, accountability, and the questions that 

participants bring with them. 
 

This workshop is free of charge and includes all materials, plus a continental breakfast (8:30-

9:00 a.m.) and lunch (12 noon).  This workshop is open to any American Baptist congregation 

and its leadership, regardless if MMBB is utilized as a provider of benefits to a congregationôs 

staff. 
 

Pre-registration is requested by June 2, in order that adequate meals and material preparation can 

occur.  Please contact First Baptist Church, Bennington, at 802-442-2105 or fboffice@sover.net. 
 

June 22    The gospel music group The Blackwood Brothers Quartet will be performing at First 

Baptist Church, Nashua (121 Manchester St.) at 6:00 p.m.  For more information call the church 

at 603-882-4512. 
 

July 13-18    Women in Ministry Sabbatical at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.  This 

yearôs theme is Change and Transition: Life on the Journey Home, and will be led by Dr. Alice 

Matthews and Dr. M. Grace Hubbard.  A limited number of brochures are available at the 

ABCVNH Region Office.  Or contact Barb Fischer at 1-800-294-2774 or register on line at 

www.gordonconwell.edu/ockenga/store.  

mailto:fboffice@sover.net

