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Food for Thought 
 ñAt a certain point in the spiritual journey God will draw a person from the beginning 

stage to a more advanced stageé.  Such souls will likely experience what is called óthe 

dark night of the soul.ô  The ódark nightô is when those persons lose all the pleasure that 

they once experienced in their devotional life.  This happens because God wants to purify 

them and move them on to greater heights.ò ï John of the Cross, The Dark Night of the Soul 

 

From Your Acting Executive Minister  ̄¬Praying With Open Eyes!­ 
Ever since my surgery, for some strange reason, I cannot stand and close my eyes with-

out losing my balance.  Now that is not really a problem unless you are asked to stand 

and ask the meal blessing or pray during a worship service.  Several times I have had to catch 

myself by holding on to someone next to me or grip the pulpit.  It is more a nuisance than a 

problem. 
 

However, as I have lived with this condition for several months now, I am beginning to see it has 

its benefits.  First, I am learning that there are quite a few in our region who pray with their eyes 

open, or at least seek a few peeks along the way.  I am never sure if it is a balance issue or they 

are planning the shortest way to the buffet.   For some it seems like they are taking inventory of 

the surroundings and making sure where the exit is located. 
 

I am beginning to like praying with my eyes open.  It forces me to make the connection between 

the God of transcendent and the God of eminence.  There is this tension that we live with of the 

holy, exalted God of whom we are unworthy and the God who formed creation with heart and 

hand.  We live by the grace of God who could drop us like the spider in Jonathan Edwardôs 

sermon, yet are invited to feel the embrace of a loving parent. 
 

Our region is facing a time of praying with our eyes wide open.  We will seek to hear Godôs 

voice while we plan our strategies. We must be willing to make the connection of the eternal 
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God and the new century in which we are called to do mission ministry.  At times we will be 

asked to ñbe stillò and know the presence of the living Lord in our midst.  Other times we will 

roll up our sleeves and be empowered by the Spirit to create, through hard work, a vision of 

ministry far beyond our human capabilities. 
 

Let me invite each of you, as our region moves through this very important time of prayer, 

conversation and very important work, to join with me and your sisters and brothers in Christ  

to pray with your eyes open.  It is okay to peek! 
 

I See That! 

Rohn 

Acting Executive Minister, ABC/VNH 

 

Bullard Task Force Recommendations Acted Upon at Annual Meeting 
The delegates at the ABC/VNH Annual Meeting on June 14 voted to receive the Bullard Task 

Forceôs report, ñThe Genius of Being Baptist.ò  They also voted to accept the Task Forceôs 

proposed vision for the Region entitled, ñPath to the Futureò along with ñSuggestions for Living 

Out the Vision.ò  These can be found on the ABC/VNH website by clicking on link under ñThe 

Bullard Report.ò 
 

The delegates also voted on the two Statements on Human Sexuality as presented by the Bullard 

Task Force.  The vote was 178 for the 1
st
 statement and 36 for the 2

nd
 statement.  There were 10 

abstentions.  The following statement is now in effect for the Region: ñThe Region as a whole 

will recognize candidates for ordination and those seeking recognition of ordination who in the 

realm of human sexuality practice celibacy or sexual intimacy within the monogamous 

relationship of marriage between a man and a woman.ò 

 

2008 Nominating Committee Report 
The following were elected at the ABC/VNH Annual Meeting on June 14: 

Treasurer: Mr. Al Hall (one year term) 

Board of Trustees (at-large): 

Rev. Scott Secrest, Rev. Dale Louise Nicholas, Mr. Jerry Allyn, Ms. Wanda Mitchell, Mrs. 

Elizabeth Fisher, Mr. Kevin Fitton and Mrs. Julia Leonard (all class of 2011). Mr. Bob Johnson 

and Rev. Ivy Merrill (both class of 2009), 
 

Nominating Committee: 

Rev. Dale Edwards, Rev. Linda Overall, Mrs. Kwei-Chen Muehlke, and Ms. Susan Montague. 
 

Annual Meeting Committee: 

Mrs. Joan Bishop and Mrs. Lisa Griswold. 

 

A Call to Compassion  ̄from our ABCUSA Executives 
In the face of the tragedies in Burma and China, the global food crisis, the impact of 

refugee resettlement upon local churches, the growing financial problems facing US 

families, and the continuing struggles faced in rebuilding the Gulf Coast, we are asking Ameri-

can Baptist congregations to declare the first Sunday of each month from June ï December 2008 

as Compassion Sunday. 
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On these Sundays, we call upon all American Baptists to show our solidarity with those who 

suffer as we remember them in prayer and commit ourselves to respond in tangible ways to their 

suffering as the hands and feet of Christ.  For some this will lead to fasting and contributing the 

money normally spent on a meal to local efforts at food pantries.  For many it will mean contri-

buting all or a portion of their income tax return for relief efforts.  For others it will mean joining 

the next ABC build on the Gulf Coast as a volunteer. 
 

Compassion Sunday builds upon our tradition of receiving a deaconôs offering for the relief of 

those in need as we gather around the table of our Lord.  At this table we recall that we are one 

with Christians of every country and every circumstance through our common faith in Christ 

Jesus, from the person in the pew next to us to the person farthestmost from our reach. 
 

In the face of a great famine affecting the church in Jerusalem, Paul appealed to the church in 

Corinth to support efforts there.  He reminded them, ñYou will be enriched in every way for 

great generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God; for the rendering of this 

service not only supplies the wants of the saints but also overflows in many thanksgivings to 

God.  Under the test of this service, you will glorify God by your obedience in acknowledging 

the gospel of Christ, and by the generosity of your contribution for them and for all othersò (2 

Corinthians 9:11-13). 
 

Our hope is that through our worship and prayers on these Compassion Sundays we will realize 

more fully our unity and our following of Jesusô way of radical love, agape.  American Baptists 

have always been marked by our sacrificial following of Christ in response to the needs of 

others. 
 

To assist you, we will be providing a downloadable litany of prayer that may be used each Sun-

day as a worship resource. 
 

Our prayer is that through this spiritual exercise we will more fully realize the meaning of the 

table of our Lord and will be drawn into a deeper embrace of our discipleship and our neighbor. 
 

In Christ for the body of Christ, 

A Roy Medley, General Secretary, ABCUSA 

Aidsand F. Wright-Riggins III, Executive Director of ABC National Ministries 

Reid Trulson, Executive Director of ABC International Ministries 

Sumner Grant, Executive Director of ABC Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board 

 

Regional Events Calendar (some ABC/VNH, some not) 
July 5    Jimmy DeYoung/Prophecy Today at Spaulding High School Auditorium, 

Barre, VT at 7:00 p.m.  Free Admission.  Praise and Worship by Faith Community 

Church.  Dr. DeYoung is a prophecy teacher and journalist who travels the country 

and the world educating the Body of Christ of the future events foretold in Godôs prophetic 

Word.  His goal is to equip Christians with the knowledge and understanding of what Godôs 

Word says will happen someday soon, so that they can make better decisions today. 
 

July 10    135
th

 Annual Meeting of the Free Baptist Womenôs Missionary Society in Ocean 

Park, ME in Porter Hall on Temple Avenue from 11:00 to 2:30 p.m..  Dr. Esther Byu, executive 

secretary of the Federation of the Least Coin in Burma, will be the speaker.  Throughout her 

career, Dr. Byu has been involved in mission outreach as executive secretary of church organi-
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zations in Burma.  During her time with the Fellowship of the Least Coin she has helped women 

around the world to grow in their prayer and devotional lives.  She previously served as execu-

tive secretary for womenôs work of the Burma Baptist Convention and as executive secretary for 

women of the Christian Conference of Asia.   
 

A catered luncheon will be served.  All men and women are welcome.  For reservations, contact 

Karen Bruns at 282-8945. 
 

July 12    The Concert for The Light (The Light Radio Network)  Hedding United Methodist 

Church, Barre, VT at 6 p.m. Artists: Messenger - CrossRoad - Falling Forward - September Rain 

- Steve Lindholm.  Doors open at 5:00 - Admission is FREE.  A love offering will be taken.  For 

information call 866-878-8885. 
 

July 13-18    Women in Ministry Sabbatical at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.  This 

yearôs theme is Change and Transition: Life on the Journey Home, and will be led by Dr. Alice 

Matthews and Dr. M. Grace Hubbard.  A limited number of brochures are available at the 

ABCVNH Region Office.  Or contact Barb Fischer at 1-800-294-2774 or register on line at 

www.gordonconwell.edu/ockenga/store.  
 

July 14-19    Baptist Peace Fellowship of North Americaôs 2008 Conference will be held at 

John Abbott College in Montreal, Quebec.  The theme is ñThe Way That Leads to Peace.ò   

The keynote speaker will be Jim Loney, a member of Christian Peacemaker Teams who, along 

with three others, was held hostage in Iraq for months in 2005-2006.  For more information, go 

to www.bpfna.org.  
 

July 19, 20    Second Annual North Country Gospel Music Festival will be hosted by the 

Community Baptist Church, Whitefield, NH.  Concerts on Saturday at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday at 

1:30 p.m.   Artists scheduled to appear include The Campbells, Scott Brunt, New Beginnings 

(Ron and Deb Hodge), September Rain, Lee Baker, The Gencos and others.  For more 

information, call the church office at 603-837-2469, email them at cbc1816@verizon.net or visit 

their website at www.cbc1816.org.  A free will offering will be taken at both concerts. 
 

July 26    3
rd

 Summer Concert and Family Day at Camp Sentinel will begin at 2:00 p.m.  Come 

enjoy summer fellowship through music, games and food!  Swimming, games, silent auction and 

live music on our outdoor stage are all part of this fun day!  This fundraising event benefits the 

ministriesô scholarship campaign and overall mission.  For more information please visit their 

website at www.ghsm.org or call the main office at (603) 539-4839. 
 

Gospel Concert on the Green in Rochester at 6:00 p.m.  Pastor Harold and Diana 

Muzzey of the Third Baptist Church of Strafford will be participating.  Bring a lawn chair  

(and maybe a picnic dinner) and come and enjoy gospel music from all over the Seacoast. 
  

July 30-August 2    soulfest 2008 at Gunstock Mountain Resort, Gilford, NH.  4 days, 5 stages, 

over 100 Christian artists!  Workshops and seminars designed to provoke, encourage, inspire, 

and rejuvenate.  Childrenôs and youth ministries, candlelight service, morning and late night 

worship, and more fun family activities.  Check out the festival website at www.thesoulfest.com.  

Tickets: $40 single day; $79 weekend; $99 three-day; $120 multi-day pass; plus youth, group, 

and family discounts available.  SAVE 20% by going to www.rockthesoundtickets.com and 

using the code RTS08 in the coupon box when ordering. 

http://www.gordonconwell.edu/ockenga/store
http://www.bpfna.org/
mailto:cbc1816@verizon.net
http://www.cbc1816.org/
http://www.ghsm.org/
http://www.thesoulfest.com/
http://www.rockthesoundtickets.com/
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Upcoming ABC/VNH Fellowship Events:  PROMOTE!  PROMOTE!!  PROMOTE!!!  

¶ Family worship and picnic events at:  

¶ Gove Hill Camp and Conference Center, Thetford, VT ï August 17.  Swimming at 

2:00 p.m.  Worship at 4:00 p.m.  Picnic at 5:00 p.m.  Bring your own picnic supper.  

Beverages provided and grills available.  Reservations requested by August 15 to the 

Region Office or to Gove Hill at 802-785-4000. 

¶ New Durham Ridge/Halfmoon Lake ï August 17.  Worship at 3:00 p.m. at the Old 

First Freewill Baptist Church at New Durham Ridge .  Swimming and games at Fernhill 

Beach on Halfmoon Lake (just off Rt. 28, south of Alton) following the worship service.  

Picnic at 5:00 p.m.  Bring your own picnic supper.  Beverages provided and grills 

available.  Reservations requested by August 15 to the Region Office. 

¶ Cathedral of the Pines, Rindge, NH ï September 7.  Worship at the outdoor chapel at 

4:00 p.m.  Picnic at 5:00 p.m.  Bring your own picnic.  Beverages provided and grills 

available.  Reservations requested by September 5 to the Region Office. 

¶ Loon Mountain  (includes free lift ride) ï October 12.  Worship on the mountaintop at 

4:00 p.m.  Bring your own picnic.  We hope to be able to picnic at the top of the 

mountain.  Free lift ride to the top of the mountain (must be on lift by 3:00 p.m.). 
 

September 12-13    Fall Ladies Retreat: Live Well, Laugh Often, Love Much at Singing Hills 

Conference Center, Plainfield, NH.  7 p.m. Friday through 6 p.m. Saturday.  Focus: ministering 

to women from Godôs Word as we learn to live, laugh and love together.  Itôs also a time to have 

a ñGirls Night Outò and connect with other women from the area.  Speakers: Rebekah Walker, 

Rev. Linda Bolton, and a third person to be announced.  Host: Edie Brigham.  For brochures/ 

registration forms, information, or answers to questions contact Edie Brigham at 802-368-2980. 
 

September 18-20    Vermont Interfaith Action Statewide Training Event.  Vermont Interfaith 

Action is sponsoring a three-day training workshop in the basics of faith-based community 

organizing at Gove Hill Conference Center in Thetford, VT.  This training is being customized to 

meet our needs in Vermont to bring our values and convictions into the public square.  Topics 

include ñhow toò build relationships, identify self-interest, speak faithfully in public, frame an 

issue, conduct policy research, hold elected officials accountable, develop local organizing 

teams, and involve clergy. If youôre new to VIA or a long-time leader who has not had the 

opportunity to attend the PICO national trainings, this event is for you! 
 

The workshop will begin with dinner Thursday night and go through lunch on Saturday. The cost 

is $120/person for 2 nights of lodging, linens and towels, and all meals. To register, call or email 

Amity at the VIA office: (802) 651-8889 or office@viavt.org.  Sign up now, space is limited! 
 

September 19-21    ABCUSA World Mission Conference, sponsored by Inter-

national Ministries, will be held at Second Baptist Church, Suffield, CT.  The 

theme is ñSurprised by Godôs People.ò  This will be an opportunity for us to celebrate American 

Baptist missions, to meet missionaries, and to hear the stories of the Good News of the Gospel 

being spread by American Baptists and undergirded by our United Mission support.  There will 

be speakers, workshops, worship, music and Bible studies with ABC missionaries from all over 

the world.  Mark your calendars.  TABCOM is sponsoring a bus (see next paragraph).  Plans are 

in the works for ABC/VNH to take a bus down to the conference.  Further information about the 

conference can be found on the ABCCONN website at www.abcconn.org.  Bulletin inserts are 

available from the ABCVNH regional office.  Contact Malcolm Hamblett. 

mailto:office@viavt.org
http://www.abcconn.org/
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Chartered bus to the World Mission Conference in Suffield, CT will leave FBC, Waltham, MA.  

Cost is $375.  Includes round trip bus fare, registration fee, banquet (Saturday night), hotel (2 

nights ï special rate) and 2 box lunches, plus the fellowship, education, fun, and being an 

American Baptist serving as the hands and feet of Christ.  For more information contact Ronny 

Lanier at 781-662-4663 or leave at message at the TABCOM office at 781-320-8100 ext. 109. 
 

October 25    Mission Faire and ABW Fall Rally at First Baptist Church, New London, NH. 

 

Gove Hill and Sentinel Ministries 
The Moose has been named: Earlier this year there was a contest to name the 

six foot tall carved moose that welcomes people to Camp Sentinel.  Congratu-

lations to Alex Saunders for the winning name.  The mooseôs name is ñBennie.ò  

Alex receives a $50 certificate for naming the moose.  The moose was given 

in memory of the life of Bennett Van Brunt.  Thank you to all who suggested 

names!  
  

Quality Summer Overnight and Day Camp: 
This year celebrates our 59

th
 year of camp and we are excited to continue to offer fun, safe, posi-

tive Christian camp experiences for youth, adults and families.   We have weeks still available 

and we look forward to seeing you this summer (*Please note: Sentinel has closed the enrollment 

for July 13
th
 and 20

th
 Boys and Girls Overnight Camps, as enrollment has reached its maximum. 

Urban Adventure for Teens July 27
th
 currently has 2 openings; Waddah Week August 3

rd
 

currently has 3 openings ï as of June 24). 
  

Our summer theme is Indescribable God.  We will explore our personal relationship with our 

infinitely awesome and intimately approachable God.  Each day focuses on a new attribute of 

God (Sunday: God is Creatoré we are created; Monday: God is Loveé we are loved; Tuesday: 

God is Holyé we are imperfect; Wednesday: God is Redeemeré we are redeemed; Thursday: 

God is Teacheré we are disciples; Friday: God is All-powerfulé we are empowered by God).  
  

To sign up for camp, please visit our website at www.ghsm.org.  We have online registration 

available and once you register you will receive an instant email confirmation with important 

information including a summer camp packing list and health form.   Paper registrations are also 

accepted.  Forms may be downloaded from our website or you may call the main office (603) 

539-4839 and we will be happy to send you one.  Please donôt delay as camps are filling up fast! 
 

Support in the Mission of GHSM: "Plant a seed, change a life!" 
As you can imagine, scholarship requests are very high this year. Since we strive to never turn 

anyone away for the inability to pay, we need your help.  Every dollar makes a difference in a 

life of someone in need.  Please consider supporting the mission of Gove Hill and Camp 

Sentinel.   Donations are accepted through secured online giving at www.ghsm.org or you may 

send donations to ñGHSMò 29 Sentinel Lodge Road, Center Tuftonboro NH 03816.  Thank you 

for your support! It makes a difference! 
  

Affordable Retreats for Groups, Churches, and Families 
Gove Hill and Camp Sentinel offer an important opportunity to come to fellowship in the still-

ness of Creation.  Taking these personal and group experiences allow you to reenergize yourself 

mentally, physically and spiritually.  We offer family camping at both sites.  From May to 

http://www.ghsm.org/
http://www.ghsm.org/
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Columbus Day, Camp Sentinel offers tent sites ($22/night), RV water and electric sites 

($28/night) and cabins ($50/night per family household).  Gove Hill offers tent camping 

($22/night), RV camping ($28/night) and cabins ($50/ night per family household).  Contact us 

to book a family or group retreat. Sentinel sentinel@ghsm.org or Gove Hill govehill@ghsm.org. 
  

Fellowship Events 

Saturday July 26
th

  
Our 3

rd
 Summer Concert & Family Day will be Saturday July 26

th
 and will begin at 2pm.  Come 

enjoy summer fellowship through music, games and food!  Swimming, games, silent auction and 

live music on our outdoor stage are all part of this fun day!  This fundraising event benefits the 

ministriesô scholarship campaign and overall mission.  The dayôs activities begin at 2 p.m.  For 

more info please visit our website at www.ghsm.org or call the main office at (603) 539-4839. 
  

Sunday August 17
th

  
Gove Hill will host a fellowship event on Sunday August 17

th
 2-6pm.  Enjoy fellowship while 

overlooking the beautiful views of the Green and White mountains.  Come at 2 p.m. to swim.  

Worship at 4 p.m.  Picnic supper will be at 5 p.m.  Bring your own picnic.  Grills available and 

beverages provided.  Please contact Bill and Bernice Clark by August 15 at (802) 785-4000 or 

govehill@ghsm.org or call the Region office. 
 

Gove Hillôs Roof Project 
The roof restoration project is complete.  Melanson Roofing company has installed 50 year 

architectural shingles.  Thank you to the Byrne Foundation and to those who supported our 

annual campaign making this possible.  Also, a big thank you to Bill Clark, Gove Hillôs Resident 

Director, who worked on the three front dormers to help complement the roof. The Manor looks 

great! 

 

Vacation Bible School Mission Projects 
Looking for a mission project for Vacation Bible School this summer?  Both 

National Ministries and International Ministries have a number of special projects 

just waiting to be adopted.  Click on this link to print the list of special projects: 

www.nationalministries.org/caring_ministries/vim/docs/VBS_Flyer_2008.pdf. 

 

Prayer Concerns 
 A funeral service for Warner Smith, former president of our region from 2000-

2001, who died in February, will be held Saturday, July 12 at 10:00 a.m. at the 

First Baptist Church in Chester, VT. 

 Prayers of sympathy to Bob and Ramona Washer and their extended family on the death of 

their daughter-in-law, Susan. 

 Karen Malkemes, wife of Rev. Jim Malkemes of Newton Junction BC, is working as cuisine 

coordinator for the Summer Missions Program sponsored by Boston Project Ministries.  She 

asks for prayers that the Lord would give her ñunbelievable wisdomò in spending BPM 

money while preparing nutritious food for the teams; that the Lord would use her as an 

instrument for Him to encourage the SMP staff and youth; that the Lord would provide safety 

for her as she travels each day in Dorchester; and that He would be present in her family. 

 Rev. Steve Clark, director of Covered Bridge Therapeutic Communities will be having both 

knees replaced in July. 

mailto:sentinel@ghsm.org
mailto:govehill@ghsm.org
http://www.ghsm.org/
mailto:govehill@ghsm.org
http://www.nationalministries.org/caring_ministries/vim/docs/VBS_Flyer_2008.pdf

